
EMCC 2020 
RELATIONSHIPS IN A WORLD OF CONFLICT – 

Loving God, your neighbor, yourself and your enemy 
 

Plenary Synopses 
 

Harry Hoffmann: Loving God 
Since being interrogated and deported in 2018 from the host nation he was serving in for over 20 
years, Harry lost his home, ministry, staff and a lot more. ‘Loving God’ takes different forms of 
expression in a crisis.  Harry will present five of these expressions, plus one extra, and warns member 
care practitioners to ‘do no harm’.  

 
Mihai Lundell: Loving Your Neighbour 
The second greatest command that Jesus gave us was to love our neighbor as ourselves. In this 
plenary we will look at how failing to understand and follow this simple, yet utterly complex 
command has led to a world of conflict, and especially in our context, a fractured Europe. We will 
briefly look at how the definition and physical makeup of “our neighbor” has changed dramatically 
over the past 25 years in Europe and how globalization has led to new challenges in reaching out and 
loving our neighbors. Moreover, we will be challenged in this plenary to look closely at the neighbor 
that is hard for each of us to recognize and love before touching upon practical methods and 
examples of how to love our neighbor in a very multicultural Europe.  
 
Dorcas Harbin: Loving Ourselves 
Jesus said “Love your neighbor as yourself.” How are we doing loving ourselves? As Member Care 
professionals we’ve been charged with the custody and care of our members. In seeking to help 
them thrive, is our self-love reflected in how we care for others?  Faced with feelings of inadequacy, 
difficulty in saying no, how can we practice self-love, soul care, and enjoy this journey rather than 
“compassion fatigue”?  Let’s go back to the Potter and see how He loves us. This session will explore 
the need for Grace for ourselves, celebrating our uniqueness in Christ, plus tools for personal 
assessment, evaluating margin and Sabbath rhythms. 
 
Ian Orton: Loving Your Enemies 
Possibly the most challenging of all Jesus’ commands, ‘loving your enemies’ seems to be counter-
intuitive, if not impossible.  Why, and how on earth would you do that? Dualistic thinking defines and 
divides people into good or evil, in or out, right or wrong.  Is it truly possible to love those who seem 
violently opposed to our truth?  At its root, there is a fundamental flaw in our conception of God if 
we fail to appreciate that His grace is available to all.  True freedom means stepping out of the seat 
of the judge, bearing the pain of rejection and joining Christ in extending our circle of compassion to 
those we fear or reject. This session will trace the process of loving our enemies through the lens of 
one of the more conflicted biblical characters on a mission to a people group he hates and applying it 
directly to our role in caring for others. 
 
 

 

  



Workshop Synopses 
 
You can sign up for workshops at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N96ZTLX.  Please do this by 

Sunday 8th March as registrations will close after that time and it will not be possible for you to 

register in person at the conference as in previous years. 

 
Mathilde Companjen: Loving a rule of life – sorry this workshop is now full. 
Seasons in life, we all go through it.  And how can we make the right choices to grow through those 
seasons in life? What can we do on a daily, weekly, monthly, annual basis to stay healthy in all areas 
of life?  A Rule of Life is NOT another thing on our to-do list!  But a holistic description of a Spirit-
empowered life, that will help us to transform our life into the life God invites us to. 
 
Carien Eijgenraam: Loving your risk assessments! 
In this workshop we will have a look at the why and how of a professional risk assessment. Why is it 
important to have a closer look at a candidates personality and skills before sending him or her to the 
mission field? What kind of aspects do we look at? What other external aspects do we take into 
consideration? How do we assess? How do we make the assessment fruitful for the different stages 
of the assignment?  Carien will lead us through this and other questions from her experience as a 
assessor at InTransit in the Netherlands.  
 
Alex Galloway: Loving God in times of suffering 
How do we come alongside workers struggling with deep, overwhelming suffering? This interactive 
and experiential workshop will help us more clearly articulate a healthy theology of suffering for 
ourselves so we can more genuinely and confidently be God’s instruments of Hope and Peace.  We 
will focus on tools to address our own suffering as a means of “comforting those with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God.” 
 
Alex Galloway: Loving ourselves in a world of conflict 
How to attend to and recover from the ravages of caregiving.  In this interactive and experiential 
workshop, we will take a closer look at the effects caring for workers has had on our mind, heart, 
body and soul; and then discover ways to address burnout, recover from vicarious traumatization 
and live with more freedom and resiliency.  
 
Dorcas Harbin and Sue Eenigenburg: Loving your single teammates 
We will look at the perceptions, assumptions and challenges of singles and marrieds working 
together in multi-situational teams.  Biblically based, research driven, story-rich, practical and 
interactive workshop that identifies challenges facing married and single persons working 
together.  As we look at organizational weaknesses and team dynamics, leaders and member care 
practitioners can learn what some of the differences are between single and married people’s 
perspectives on policies and practices that at times can seem biased. 
 
John Harris: Loving change 
Change – some embrace it, a few deny it, some resist it, while others endure it. No matter how we 
experience it there is no denying change can be both exciting as well as deeply uncomfortable. This 
workshop will explore the nature of change and how to navigate it healthily and perhaps, even love 
it. 
 
John Harris: Loving creation 
In a world where darkness exists, I believe we need to cultivate the practice of seeing the beauty that 
is in creation. This workshop will explore ways we can engage with creation through the Bible and in 
practice in a way that brings life, joy and a smile.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/N96ZTLX


 
Tim Herbert: loving your sickness 
It sounds like something masochistic, but many of us suffering from long-term disability or sickness 
have found that God meets us in our weakness.  We’ll hear stories of how God transforms us through 
suffering into the likeness of Jesus, consider the place of a theology of suffering and come to terms 
with the fact that the God who can heal so often doesn’t! 
 
Harry Hoffmann: Loving God in the midst of crisis 
Betrayed, falsely accused, forgotten, used and manipulated… a typical missionary biography. Much 
like mine. Plus, I was interrogated and deported. Much like Joseph’s in Genesis 37. Plus he was 
imprisoned. I will visualize Joseph’s biography for you, his many crises, what he learned and how he 
got out of each of them.  I want you to find yourself in his story line. I want you to place the people 
you care for into his story line.  And together we learn what good member care  and ‘Loving God’ 
means in each phase of Josephs, your and my story.  
 
Marion Knell: Loving the Refugee - Culturally Informed Care 
We are all familiar with the Biblical injunction to love the alien  and the stranger (Deut.19:24; Matt. 
25:34-36). But what is the refugee's love deficit? What does culturally informed member care look 
like? And how can we best support those ministering among refugees? 
This workshop will be interactive with case studies and tools. 
 
Margreet Korstanje: Loving creativity 
Bio’s only give very factual info. All of my life I have been drawing, a pencil and paper you can carry 
anywhere. More and more I try to balance my busy life with being creative, using the gifts God has 
given each of us. In this workshop we want to just do that, be creative! As well as sharing and finding 
out together how we can use our creativity in the beautiful work of Member Care our Creator God 
has given us. Do you have to be a van Gogh? No, not at all!! If you have never been creative but want 
to start, or if you are really experienced; just bring yourself, material will be available. 
 
Mihai Lundell: Loving the marginalised 
In this workshop we will first look at the changing face of Europe today and discuss who are the 
marginalized in our ministry contexts while answering the questions of why certain groups are 
marginalized and why ministry to them can be difficult.  Second, we will discuss why those 
ministering to the marginalized are so often burnt out, suffering from fatigue, frustration and 
loneliness.  As Member Care providers, we will have group interaction where we share tools and 
resources for coming alongside those ministering to the marginalized. 
 
Tammy Lundell: Loving spiritual direction 
The words of the psalmist, “Be still and know that I am God…” echo in our hearts today. Spiritual 
direction is an ancient, priestly ministry that is finding new resonance within the people of God 
across the world. The only way spiritual formation happens is in the deepening of relationship 
between God and the believer. Now more than ever God’s people are hungry for time with God, 
listening to God’s voice, discerning the prompting of the Holy Spirit, and rest. In our time together we 
will understand what Spiritual direction is and experience God through a variety of spiritual 
exercises.  
 
Tammy Lundell: Loving whole person fitness 
What might it look like to live a life of worship? In his letter to the Romans Paul writes, “…to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” 
(Romans 12:1) Yet, we often separate spiritual development from our bodies and our minds. God put 
our heart, mind, and soul into a human body. We are created by God as a whole package designed to 
glorify God on the earth. Together we will explore this idea and experience a session of fitness in 
which we present our whole selves (mind, body and spirit) to God as an act of worship. (We will 



move our bodies during this workshop, so please wear non-restrictive clothing and socks, shoes are 
not required.) 
 
Sandra Menges: Loving your partner of a different culture: Intercultural Marriage in Missions 
Caring for the couples/families on the field who are married interculturally have a few extra 
dimensions. We will look at the complete missionary life cycle from recruitment to 
return/retirement. 
 
Sandra Menges/Gabriele Holzle: Gender- and sexual diversity from a Member Care perspective 
We invite you to discover together with us: 

 Where/ how do we encounter Gender- and Sexual Diversity in missions? 
 What could steps towards relevant care look like? 

 
Jim & Lina Miller: Loving your spouse well 
Jim and Lina started out as singles on the field, met, dated, married, had 3 children, and are now 
empty-nesters with their own children scattered throughout the globe. Their workshop is on loving 
your spouse well. “How do I love my spouse well when I have to work with them all day?”, “… when 
one of us ‘gets to’ do ministry and the other is ‘stuck’ at home every day with young children?”, 
“How do I rest well with my spouse when the things that fill each of us up are totally opposite?”, as 
well as other things that uniquely impact missionaries. The workshop will be interactive and 
practical. 
 
Rafael Nastase: Loving your international team 
Challenges and opportunities in multicultural teams.  We are living in a global village. The face of 
mission has changed and mission teams are more “colourful”.  
This is so exciting and so challenging at the same time as we bring to the same table spiritual 
behavior, values, customs but also burdens. We will discuss different cultural particularities and 
discover the key of serving in a multicultural teams. 
 
Rafael Nastase: Loving your work 
Serving God is a honorable position. We definitely need to love what we do. But what happens when 
working for God becomes more important than God?  We will share about God’s supremacy over our 
“work” and finding the right priorities. 
 

Ian Orton: Conflict resolution and forgiving your enemy 
Self-justification and defense of our wounds hardens attitudes and objectifies our enemies.  We build 
our case, draw our non-negotiable lines and go all out to win.  A more sensitive and compassionate 
approach is needed if we are to truly see as another sees.  ‘Seek first to understand, not to be 
understood’ sounds great, but how to apply this in real life?  Using ‘live’ material and practicing a 
new method, this workshop will enable participants to reframe conflict, gain some tools for 
resolution and restore hope for some of the more intractable conflicts we face.  
 
Ian Orton: Loving yourself too little - addictions 
‘Everyone is an addict’.  Do you agree? Understanding the basis of addiction, its toxicity and 
mutations, even in the missions community, is vital if we are to address the heart’s inner longing – to 
be loved unconditionally.  Gerald May suggests that repression of this natural need, through fear of 
vulnerability, lends itself to filling the void through addictive practices that promise relief but do not 
satisfy.  As Timothy McMahon King says, “Addictions represent finite answers to infinite longings. But 
adding up the finite over and over will never equal the infinite.”  How do addictions present in 
missions and how can we meaningfully address these in ourselves and in those we serve?  Using case 
examples and through discussion, this workshop will explore how to experience God’s love in order 
to break the cycle of addiction. 
 



Christian Quartier: Loving your family - parents/children/TCKs when conflicts arise 
The aim of this workshop is to tackle causes that bring conflict, tension and sometimes emotional, relational 
and spiritual separation and distress in families and ways to love one another, believe in one another and bless 
one another 

 
Maryann Richard: Loving Retirement  
Practical and Spiritual preparation to embrace and live out a God filled Semi-and/or full Retirement. 
Retirement is a time of significant change for the us and those we live with. Thinking through the 
issues: our strengths and weaknesses can make the transition smoother and it can challenge our 
relationship stability, which doesn’t always end well. 
 

 Celebration of Your life so far! 

 The Retirement Process: Purpose, Identity, Status, Routines, Emotions & Relationships 

 Challenges & Opportunities in retirement 

 Biblical perspective on retirement & growing old 

 Exploring God’s calling for your retirement 

 Personal Audit & Support Matrix & Making a Plan 
 
Gisela Roth: Loving yourself too much - narcissism  
This workshop will look at the impact narcissistic missionaries have on their marriages, as parents, in 
ministry teams, and in mission organizations (both as members and as leaders). It will explore how 
narcissism comes about and, therefore, which interventions are likely to help, and red flags in the 
application process.  Please bring your cases and questions.  
 
Jeff & Sara Simons: Loving yourself through using creative tools for transition coaching  – sorry this 
workshop is now full. 
Considering a developmental approach, leadership experience tells us that we will all journey 
through periods where we are vocationally “stuck”. This workshop will aide caregivers in offering 
creative resources to global workers, starting with unique, holistic approaches—such as art and 
movement—to process towards clear direction forward! Together we will experiment with hands-on 
learning styles for your own insight and deeper processing; and to, in turn, use with workers.  
 
Keith Webb & Felix Ortiz: Loving your team through coaching 
Your ability to get things done, make changes, and help other people grow depends on the quality of 
your conversations. Coaching skills are essential to effectively lead teams. This interactive workshop 
will equip you to know when to coach and provide 3 practical coaching tools. 
 
Keith Webb & Felix Ortiz: Loving your team through listening 
The behavior that most clearly communicates love, care, and respect is listening. Yet, in a team 
context listening can be challenging. Team leaders and members must listen beyond what individuals 
are saying, to what the ‘team’ is saying. This interactive workshop will provide 2 listening techniques 
that will move conversations, and results, forward.  
 

 
N.B.  Due to strictly limited spaces, participants will need to sign up for workshops in advance in 
order to prevent overcrowding.  Bookings will be accepted on a ‘first come, first served’ basis.  
Registrations for workshops will open through the Member Care Europe website in February. 

 
 


